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“You knew you had to go on, 
so you did.” 

Elaine Torbeck is a “Saint Ber-
nardian” through and through. She’s 
lived her whole life either in St. Ber-
nard or within a very few miles of it. 
She grew up with her mother and 
father, one sister, and one brother 
on the second floor of a duplex.  Oth-
er family members lived on the first 
floor. 

When her father lost his job as a 
truck driver, he worked for the 
WPA, Works Progress Administra-
tion.  Elaine said she was very close 
to her father, “He was outgoing. I 
take after him, I guess. I was a de-
termined person like he was. I was 
very close to my father and thought 
the world of him and how he sur-
vived during difficult times.” 

She said her mother was a won-
derful person, too, taking care of  
everybody and having large holiday 
gatherings at their house. One East-
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May 9   Karaoke, 2 p.m., Club Room 
 
May 11   Mother’s Day Brunch,  
     10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., Dining Room 
 
May 13   Birthday and New Resident Welcome 
     Party, 2:30 p.m., Club Room 
 
May 14   Spring Sing Along, 2:30 p.m.,  
     Club Room 
 
May 18   Ice Cream Social, 2 p.m., Cooking  
     Kitchen 
 
May 20   Resident Council Meeting, 10:30 a.m., 
     Large Private Dining Room 
 
May 26   Happy Memorial Day! 
 
May 27   Winton Book Buddies, 4:15 p.m., 
     Club Room 
 
May 28   Price is Right, 2:30 p.m., Club Room 
 
May 28   Baby Boomer Outing to College Hill 
     Coffee Shop, Meet at Flagpole, 6 p.m. 
 

Elaine 
Torbeck 
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er gathering, not too many years after her fa-
ther suffered a stroke, stands out in her 
memory in a difficult way. Her father was 
coming upstairs after taking a walk, when he 
fell backward down the steps. Elaine saw the 
heart-stopping fall. Her beloved father passed 
away ten days later at the young age of 62. 

Elaine said her mother was amazing, step-
ping in after her father’s death to work in the 
cafeteria at Roger Bacon High School for the 
next ten years. This would be the first, but 
not the last, time in Elaine’s life that she 
would realize, “You knew you had to go on, so 
you did.” 

While growing up in St. Bernard, Elaine 
always knew of her future husband, Bob. She 
even dated one of his friends once, but it was 
after WWII, while at an Ault Park dance with 
girlfriends, that their romance blossomed.  
She said, “He was there and we danced, and 
then he asked if he could take me home.” 
They married in 1947, and the rest is history! 

Elaine and Bob raised six children togeth-
er: Cheryl, Jan, Dan, Nancy, Deb, and Ken.  
Bob, who was very outgoing just like her fa-
ther, worked in the grocery business and then 
later bought a gas station (in St. Bernard, of 
course, which her son, Dan, took over when 
Bob died).  Just like her father, Bob’s life end-
ed too soon. He was 54 when he died of can-
cer. Four of their children were married, but 
Deb and Ken were still at home. Like her 
mother before her, Elaine rolled up  

her sleeves and went to work. 
When one of her sons suggested she go 

back to school, she replied, “I don’t have time 
for that. I have to make money so we can live. 
I had to. There was no question.” For the next 
14 years, Elaine did office work at a concrete 
company in St. Bernard, a trucking company 
downtown, a doctor’s office in Clifton, and a 
doctor’s office in Mt. Auburn. Again, she knew 
she had to go on, so she did. 

Despite some pretty rough times, Elaine, 
who is upbeat and quick to smile, said, “I feel 
like I’ve had a wonderful life.” She’s proud of 
her children and loves having 20 grandchil-
dren and 24 great-grandchildren.  Her Catho-
lic faith has always been central to her life, 
something she credits to the fact that her fa-
ther’s brother, Uncle Ben, was a Franciscan 
priest. She said her uncle’s priest friends were 
always coming to her parents’ house for 
meals. She laughs, “Most of my friends were 
all priests.”  

Elaine has been at Bridgeway for just a 
few months, but said she’s happy and has a 
group of St. Bernard girlfriends that are also 
here. They all share a connection to St. Clem-
ent’s parish. Some of their children are 
friends with each other. 

Elaine said when she walked into her love-
ly Bridgeway apartment for the first time (all 
set up for her by her children), she sat down, 
looked out her window and thought to herself, 
“Wow! This is mine.” 

A special story on the Memories in 
the Making artwork submitted by 
residents Dorothy Simmons, Pau-
lette Morgan, and Mary Morin for 
the Alzheimer’s Association of 
Greater Cincinnati May 1 fundrais-
er. Pictured right is one of Doro-
thy’s paintings. 

Next Issue: 



Happy Birthday to All! 

Aileen Mack     May   3 

Judy Gretz      May   9 

Janice Kuechenmeister  May 10 

Phyllis Unger     May 17 

Elizabeth Birch    May 17 

Blaine Clark     May 23 

Mary Jane Kruthaupt  May 26 

Mary Morin     May 27 

George Hill      May 28 

  Jeanette Mangold 

Residents and Family Members: 
Please remember to sign out when you leave the building and sign back in upon your return. 

In the event of an emergency, we must know who is and who is not in the building. 
If you have a guest staying overnight, please let your nursing team know. In the event of an 

emergency, we need to account for everybody in-house. 
Thank you! Your safety is of paramount importance to us. 

A Friendly Safety Reminder 

 Bridgeway staff and residents had their 
annual evacuation tornado drill recently and 
learned about tornado safety. Everyone evacu-
ated to the basement where they were met by 
staff who had popcorn ready and waiting.  
Below are three important tornado tips to  
remember: 
 

1. Refer to an explanation of Bridgeway’s 
tornado procedures, hanging inside 
your apartment by the front door …
refer to the sheet often so you’re famil-
iar with them. 

 

2. Watch weather reports on television, 
especially during extreme weather  

 conditions. 
 

3. Keep a blanket and pillow handy to 
take to the bathroom, if necessary. Stay 
calm. Follow directions given by staff 
members. 

 

 If you have any follow-up questions about 
evacuation  procedures, ask a staff member. 

Tornado Drill  
Followed by Popcorn! 

Annual Resident 
and Family Picnic 
Sunday, June 8, 2014 

4 – 6 p.m. 
Daniel Drake Center  

Cafeteria 
Round up your family 
for a Western theme! 

If you can help out at this year’s annual pic-
nic, please contact Elaine Asbury, 418-4739, 
or Erica Schomaker, 418-4374. We need vol-
unteers. The theme this year is Western, so 
jeans, a bandana, and a cowboy hat would be 
fun attire! 



Do you know someone who 
might enjoy living here?  
 
Don’t forget:   
Residents who refer a family member 
or friend to Bridgeway Pointe will  
receive a one-time discount of $1,000 
off a month’s rent…and the referred 
new resident will receive the same dis-
count!*  
See Kris Collins in the front office 
for specific details.    
 
      *Some exclusions apply. 

It  Pay$  
to  Refer 

Mothers Day Brunch 
Sunday May 11 

10 a.m. til 1:30 p.m. 
 

Menu 
 

 Beef Brisket  
 

 Cheese Hash Browns 
 

Brussels Sprouts with  
Maple and Bacon 

 

Eggs Benedict  
 

Bacon and Sausage 
 

French Toast Sticks 
and Belgian Waffles 

 

Fresh Fruit Salad 
 

Assorted Pastries 
 
 

Happy Mothers Day! 

To help make sure our 
records are complete and 
current, please provide 
Kris Collins with the fol-
lowing information:  
 

phone number and  
e-mail address of your 
primary contact person, 
 

your phone number,  
 

and your insurance 
card information. 
 
Thank you! 

We Are 
Updating 
Our Records... 

You’ve probably seen Erica Scho-
maker, our new Activities Specialist, 
out and about at Bridgeway. Erica said, 
“I’m excited to get to know the residents 
and build relationships. I want them to 
know that I’m here for them and look 
forward to assisting with anything that 
makes their free time better.” 

Erica has worked both at the Daniel 
Drake Center as a recreation therapist 
and health unit coordinator and at Children’s Hospital as a 
recreation therapist. 

A few personal facts…Erica has been married for six years 
to her husband, Kevin. They have two lovely children, Mat-
thew (5) and Leah (1). She loves to compete in triathlons and 
spending time outdoors. She coaches swimming at her alma 
mater, Purcell Marian High School. Her family loves sports, 
especially Xavier basketball and the Cincinnati Bengals and 
Reds. 

Erica welcomes any activity suggestions that you have! 

Welcome Erica! 


